GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO/OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD
EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND SUPERFUND AREA
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May 20, 1998

Mr. Juan E. Davila

Project Manager

Emergencies Remedial Response Division

Program Support Branch

Technical Pre-Remedial Support Section _

US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
290 Broadway 18 " Floor

New York NY 10007-186

Dear Mr. Davila

Re: B & B Woodtreating
Saint Just Industrial Park
Tryjillo Alto, Puerto Rico

TR 957 399349

The B & B Woodtreating and Processing was located in the Saint Just Industrial Park in
Tryjillo Alto, Puerto Rico. The geographic coordinates are 18°22'42" N latitude and 66°00'09" W
longitude. The site is surrounded by other industries, consists of approximately 2.5 acres and is
located on relatively flat terrain that drain toward the Blasina creek. The company was established
in 1976 for the treatment and preservation of wood. On 1989, as consequence of Hurricane Hugo

that destoyed the old site structures, they moved to the Amelia Industrial Park in Guaynabo.

On June 3, 1992 under the authority of the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and the Superfund Amendment and
Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), the Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board conducted a
Preliminary Assessment (PA). The inspection revealed that the B & B Woodtreating facility
operated from 1976-1989. The site consisted of four (4) structures: one for wooden doors
manufacturing and raw material storage area; second one for maintenance area and a treated wood

dehumidifier; third were the offices, machinery, treating cylinders and tanks; fourth was a wood
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storage area. During the years of operation they used a mixture of chromium cooper arsenate (CCA),
and water as preservative, reason why samples were taken from the site. The results of the samples
collected, states high levels of chromium, cooper and arsenate. Due to the irregularities found during

the preliminary assessment, a Site Inspection (SI) was recommended.

Then, on May 8, 1998 the PREQB Superfund technicians conducted an onsite
reconnaissance which revealed that the site was bought by Mr. Otero, five months ago, who is using
it to store alumina. This substance is sold to the PR Aqueduct Sewer Authorithy to treat the water
from their filter plants. Mr. Otero also informed, that he removed the soil and the water from the
pit; then, covered the area with more than four feet of earthen material and gravel. While, the others
areas in the facility are covered with cement and asphalt. Due to the fact that the source area was
covered with a new layer of soil, and there are not drinking water wells within a 4-miles
downgradient to the site, or surface water intakes 15 downstream miles from the site, a No Further

Remedial Action Plan (NFRAP) is recommended under the Superfund program.

Sincerely,

/%gf/ 1. Quifiones

Superfund Program
PA/SI Acting Chief

NHM/dcb

Green forests and crystalline waters, clean air and clear skies. jYou protect life if you do not contaminate!
NATIONAL BANK PLAZA / 431 PONCE DE LEON AVE. / HATO REY, PUERTO RICO 00917
P.0. BOX 11488 / SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00910 / (809) 764-8824



Date:

ON SITE RECONNAISSANCE
INFORMATION REPORTING FORM

May 8, 1998

Site Name: B & B Woodtreating
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Saint Just Industrial Park
Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico
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PREQB Superfund PA/SI technicians, Nereida Hernandez, Mercedes Padilla and Jorge L.
Quifiones, arrived to the site, in order to perform a reconnaissance. To reach the site, travel
south from San Juan on Mufioz Rivera Ave. until reach State Road #3 (Regimiento 65 de
Infanteria), then travel east until the intersection with State Road #181 and turn to the right.
Travel southward until the intersection with State Road #848. In the next turning make a left
and travel up to Km. 1.8 where the entrance to the Saint Just Industrial Park is located. Turn

to the right and then to the left. The site is located to the right.

Interview with Mr. Alberto Otero, son of the owner. He informed that they bought the
property five months ago. There are six workers onsite. The facility has been used to store
alumina which is sold to PR Aqueduct and Sewer Authorithy to treat the water from their

filter plants. The new name of the facility is SYS, Inc.

Were taken the photos of the site.

Mr. Grego A. Otero, the new owner of the facility arrived to the site. He informed that, after
he bougth the property, the water of the pit and the soil from the surrounding areas were

removed, and then covered with a new layer of soil (more than four feet) and gravel.

Finished the Onsite Reconnaissance.



ON SITE RECONNAISSANCE

INFORMATION REPORTING FORM

Date:

Site Name:

Camera:
Film:

Photographer:

PHOTO/NUMBER

1-3

May 8, 1998

B & B Woodtreating
Saint Just Industrial Park
Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico
Canon T-5

Kodak Gold 100/ 36 films

Nereida Hernandez

PHOTOLOG

TIME DESCRIPTION

1247 Storage area of alumina
(drums - 55 gals.).

1256 Front part of the facility
covered with asphalt and
cement.

1259 Back part of the facility
covered with a new layer of
soil and gravel.

1305 Area where the pit with water

was located.
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wore MR 1 6199 P9

® Keep container closed

 Use with adequote ventilation

o Avoid contoct with eyes, skin, or clothing.

* Wash after handling

o Weoar safety glosses, face shield, gloves or other solety equipment

FIRST AID:

Contact: Flush eyes ond skin for at least 15 minutes. Call physicion. Wash clothing before reuse.
1 inhaled: Remove to fresh air. May cause burning pain in mouth ond throot 10 dilute with woter.
Do not induce vomiting. Do not give an unconscious person anything o drink. Call physicion.
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STORE IN A COOL PLACE
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